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Abstract

The main goal of this project is to analyze the leaning effectiveness on Economics course by
designing the course according to the characteristics of the young generation. Multiple teaching
approaches and econometric analysis on learning outcomes are adopted. The leaning effectiveness of
this course refers to the improvement of student’s economic concepts, learning interest, and the ability
to analyze economic issues. The research questions of this project are as follows.

#1: What is the relationship between multiple teaching approaches and the three leaning
effectiveness stated above?

#2: Which teaching approaches are significantly related to which of the above mentioned
leaning effectiveness?

#3: Does student background and composition have an impact on the effectiveness of the
multiple teaching approaches?

The empirical results indicate that multiple teaching approaches are positively related to the three
leaning effectiveness. Regardless of the student’s economic knowledge or learning experiences in
economic course in their high schools, no significant difference in learning scores performed in the
class is found. Similar findings are shown for the students from different schools who took the course,
including the school of Management, Liberal Arts and Science. It is noted that the higher the learning
motivation the students are of, the better the learning outcomes. As a consequence, it may be very
crucial for teachers to enhance students’ motivation as learning economics.

The learning effectiveness varies across teaching approaches. Traditional lecturing and PPT
handouts still seems necessary for teaching Economic course, having the largest effects on improving
students’ economic concepts and their ability of analyzing economic issues. Adopting the approaches
such as Google forms questionnaires and DVDs and YouTube videos are of the most significant
effects on student’s learning interests. Economic case study methodology is also important in
improving students’ ability to analyze economic issues.

Furthermore, adjusting the adoption of multiple teaching approaches according to the students’
composition could upgrade teaching outcomes. It may, thus, be beneficial to analyze students’
characteristics before the start of the semester, such as the distributions on schools, gender, and on
enrollment channels, and then to fine-tune the employment of the multiple teaching approaches
accordingly. For instance, for Economics courses dominated by students from Liberal Arts (most
female students), it is suggested to adopt a more diversified teaching models. For economic courses
mainly for double major/auxiliary students, using Google forms questionnaires and providing more
DVD/YouTube videos in class could help learning motivation.

In addition, designing competition activities that allow students to use what they have learned in
class may aid to motivate better learning. This finding echoes the beliefs of learning motivations in
related literature, i.e., the learners’ belief in the ability to complete tasks and their belief in
understanding the importance of tasks. The PPT competition for economic case study held in this
project serves as an example.

Keyword: Economic education, Instructional design, Learning motivation,
Learning effectiveness, Multiple-learning Approach
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